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the Presidency of Madrass, the event of which might have been unfavourable
to us, It was not to be doubted that Monsr. Lally would attempt to
re-establish the French in this kingdom in case he had made himself master
of the Coast; a great inducement to such an attempt would have been the
reports that were industriously propagated of there being no cordiality or real
good understanding between us and the Nabob. To convince our enemies
therefore that reports of this kind were groundless, we prevailed on the Subah
to give us this publick mark of his attachment to the English, and as our
principal dependance must have been in the assistance of the country Govern-
ment if the French had entered Bengal (our own strength being very
insufficient to resist their force) we omitted no means to gain the Subah's
esteem. We flatter ourselves we have fully succeeded in making him and
his principal ministers our friends, which must totally disappoint any expec-
tations our enemies might have entertained of being aided by the Government
in their designs against our settlements in Bengal.
91.    Securing  of  the  Nabob's   confidence   and   removing   all   cause   of
jealousy or disgust against the English was a material point and serviceable in
many respects, as it not only damped the spirits of the French by taking away
all hopes of fomenting a quarrel between the Nabob and us (a circumstance
they eagerly wished for and expected) but strengthened also our influence and
consequence in the country, prevented the confusion and troubles which an
unhappy rupture between the Subah and his first minister Roydoolub might
have been the occasion of, and gained us the friendship of the new minister
who was not confirmed in his office till the Nabob arrived in Calcutta and
consulted Colonel Clive.   We have reason likewise to think it has been a great
means of procuring the sunnud for the lands to the southward and northward
of Calcutta which possibly would have been disputed  and  evaded  if  the
Royran had not been in our interest.   Many other good effects it may pro-
duce but we shall close the subject by observing that it was absolutely neces-
sary at that time to make the Nabob our friend and convince him of our
attachment to his person and Government, as the expedition to Golconda
(which promised so many advantages and so much honour to the English)
could not have been undertaken had there been the least expectation of a
dispute with the Nabob on any account whatever.
92.    Having said thus much of the Nabob's visit we beg leave to observe
that the expence of it has been somewhat increased by the present we were
under a necessity of making him of the house he lived in, which he was so
pleased with and so desirous of having that we could not avoid presenting him
with it and accordingly purchased it of Mr. Samuel Griffith (whose property
it was) for the sum of 1500 Arcot rupees.   It is  now made  use of for the
residence of his ambassador when in Calcutta.
93.    The Nabob, since his return to Muxadavad, having requested the loan
of 2 laak of rupees, which he is greatly in want of, large arrears being due to
his troops who are very clamorous and importunate, and Mr. Hastings inform-
ing us that the loan would very much oblige the Nabob and facilitate the
confirmation of the sunnud for the lands to the southward and northward of
Calcutta, we have agreed to lend him that sum, reserving to ourselves the
rents and revenues of the lands the Company are to have the zemindarry of,
as security for the payment   We hope Your Honors will not disapprove of